
FRI DAY,  MARCH 2,  2 0 1 2  ! p a g e 7

; /  - •
. No census in North after 1981

Enumeration of Vital Events, in 2011 was 567,229. “Out of this, 
2011, Northern Province, Sri 746 are Sinhalese, 1,874 Muslims 
Lanka published by the Depart- and 3,550 Indian Tamils. A total of 
ment of Census and Statistics 560,905 are Sri Lankan Tamils, 
which functions under the purview Only 4,081 families are to be re- 
of Finance and Planning Ministry settled. Over 90 percent of chil- 
has proved the truth through actu- dren between the ages of five and 
al statistics on Northern residents. 14 are engaged in studies in 
The statistics had been collected schools. The highest percentage of 
by educated Tamil officials and children attending school ( 92.9 
graduates, acting Media Minister percent) is reported from Kilinoch- 
Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena chi. The percentage of children 
said. schooling in Vavuniya is 91.4. Mul-

Addressing the weekly Cabinet laitivu records 91.3 percent of chil- 
press briefing at the Government dren attending school.. There are 
Information Department, the act- 249,842 housing units in the 
ing minister said that a census was Northern province. Out of this,- 
not conducted in the North after owners live in 187,226 housing 
1981 due to war and terrorism. units while 20,841 are rented to 

“The last census was in 1981. others,” Abeywardena said.
Some NGOs claimed that around The census for 2009 was con-
40,000 Tamil civilians who lived in ducted from June 10 to August 15, 
the North were killed during the 2011. It was conducted by Tamil 
humanitarian operation. Statistics state officials, graduates and teach- 
have been proved that they live in ers living in Jaffna. They did not 
Colombo and other parts of the go to Jaffna from Colombo to con- 
country. Only 7,927 had been duct the census. No Armed Forces 
killed in 2011 due to the war. The members participated in it. Infor- 
tdtal population in the North is mation on -dead and disappeared 

, 997,754 (2011) and 83,274 per- persons were provided only by 
I sons emmigrated to other parts of their family members. A total of 

Sri Lanka. Out of this, 26,927 had 2,455 person had died and 231 had 
been gone abroad,” he said quoting disappeared from 1972 to 2008. 
page 17 of the publication. The number of dead Armed Forces

The acting minister pointed out members from 1981 to 2009 is 
. that the total population in Jaffna 2,585, the acting minister added.
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1 Inflation in February 2012
drops to 2.7 percent,

Inflation, as measured by 
the Colombo Consumers’ 
Price Index (CCPI) 
(2006/07=100) computed 
by the Department of Cen­
sus and S tatistics, 
decreased on a year-on-year 
basis (YoY) from 3.8 per 
cent in January 2012 to 2.7 
per cent in February, which 
is the lowest rate since Jan­
uary 2010.

The annual average infla­
tion also decreased to 6.1 
per cent in February from
6.5 per cent in the previous 
month, for the fifth consec­
utive month. In addition, 
the annual average core 
inflation continued to 
decrease to 6.6 per cent as 
compared to that of Janu­
ary 2012, while the core 
inflation on an YoY basis 
remained at 4.7 per cent in 
February 2012.

Meanwhile, the general

price level as indicated by 
the monthly index recorded 
a marginal increase of 0.4 
per cent in February 2012 
over that of the previous 
month, with the Index 
increasing in absolute 
terms to 155.4 from 154.8. 
The increase in the Index 
was entirely due to the 
upward price revision of 
petrol, diesel and kerosene, 
bus fares and-surcharge on 
electricity bill in mid Febru­
ary 2012 which had a par­
tial impact on the CCPI. 
Though the sub indices of 
the Transport (4.6 per 
cent); and Housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other 
fuels (1.8 per cent) 
increased during the 
month, the impact on the 
index was off-set by the 
substantial decrease in the 
Food sub index.

Improved domestic sup­

ply mainly contributed to 
decrease the sub category 
of Food and nonalcoholic 
beverages by 1.3 per cent.' 
More specifically, decline in 
prices of most varieties of 
vegetables and fish, rice, 
red onion, big onion, pota­
to, eggs, limes and green 
chillies contributed towards 
the decrease in the ,sub  
index. Further, prices in the 
sub ^categories of Clothing 
and footwear (0.9 per 
cent); Furnishing, house­
hold equipment and routine 
household maintenance 
(0.2 per cent); Recreation 
and culture (0.3 per cent); * 
and Miscellaneous goods 
and services (0.2 per cent) 
increased during the 
month. However, Health, 
Communication and Educa­
tion sub categories 
remained unchanged dur­
ing the month. -


