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P e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h e
m a r g i n l a i s e d

_ B y  D i l a n t h i  J a y A m a n n e

p e r so n s  with disabilities are the 
^-fergest marginalised group in the 
"%oFld. Chairman of the Disability 
^Organisations Joint Front (DOJF), 
v-1pFksanna Kuruppu addressing a 
 ̂, media workshop on Friday (23) said 

: 'tfi'dt 15 percent of the world popula- 
' 4 i6 n  was disabled according to WHO 

 ̂reports.
The total number of persons with 

l i a b i l i t i e s ,  identified by the Census 
•jSdM Statistics Department in 2001,
} was Over 2 74,711. The numbers 
i would have increased even more by 
ij the end of the war, the increase in

the number of accidents and due to 
age-related disabilities. However, the 
indecisiveness in decision making 
for the betterment of persons with 
disabilities was a major problem for 
winning their rights, Kuruppu said. 
He said that for this there was a need 
of awareness regarding the percep­
tions of persons with disabilities.

Kuruppu identified several factors 
which should be addressed such as 
accessibility to buildings, communi­
cation barriers, architectural barri­
ers etc. Modern constructions were 
yet in heed of more facilities to

accommodate wheel chairs and other 
implements utilized by persons with 
disabilities despite the ruling given 
by the Supreme Court for steps to be 
taken when constructing new build­
ings with facilities for them last year, 
he said.

Dr. Samitha Samanmalee, who 
was an invitee, highlighted the 
issues faced by persons with disabili­
ties. They need financial help 
because many people with disabili­
ties find it difficult to earn a living. 
People also fear to provide them with 
employment considering the physi­
cal or mental conditions. She said

that the Social Services Department 
was abl6 to provide them with limit­
ed assistance.

Persons with disabilities also 
have health issues -  just like every­
one else and which are highlighted 
through the media. However, the 
Rehabilitation Hospital does not give 
much insight into the health issues* 
that the person would have to face 
when leaving it.

Deputy Secretary, DOJF, Manik 
Gunaratne highlighted the do’s and 
don’ts of communication with per­
sons with disabilities through a pres­
entation.


