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ike all right thinking people born  
in Sri Lanka, m y w ish is for the 

(country to go forw ard to a period  o f  
'Peace and prosperity for all its citizens. I 
am a Tam il from  the N orth and have 
lived in peace with Sinhalese, M uslim s 
and Burghers in the South o f  Sri Lanka 
and enjoyed their friendship  w hich  I look  
back to with im m ense happiness. I have 
also lived and worked abroad for m any 
years and been able to integrate w ith 
people o f  different cultures. This too has 
given me a dim ension  to w iden m y think­
ing and be spared o f  being enslaved with 
archaic ideas, w hich  several o f  m y peo­
ple back hom e are saddled with.

W hen approaching the problem  o f  Sri 
Lanka from  this distance I have looked 
the follow ing facts w hich  are m ost rele­
vant to me:

1. The statistics and the dem ographic 
pattern in Sri Lanka are as follows: 
v Department of Census &

Statistics, Sri Lanka -Year 2012 
( With a total population o f  20,263,723, 
$ t ie  Sinhalese people; 15,173,820, Sri 

Lanka Tamils; 2,270,924 and the Indian 
Tamils; 842,323. On a percentage basis, 
Sinhalese strength is 74.88%, SL Tam ils 
11.21%, and Indian Tam ils 4.16%.

Proportion o f  Sri Lankan Tam ils in 
the North and East (N&E) to the total 
num bers in the country

From  the statistics, Sri Lankan Tam il 
population o f  29.66% dwell outside the 
North and East, and on ly 43.49% o f  the 
Sri Lankan Tamils populate the N orth. If 
the UpCountry Tam ils are m erged w ith 
the Tamils from  the N orth and Eastern 
Provinces as a Tam il entity, the percent­
age o f  Tamils living outside the N orth 
and East is 49 percent.

231,318 Tamils live in Colombo.70 
i per cent of the population of 
\ Wellawatte, in the city of Colombo is 
j Taijiil. 1 £
j. 3Vhat has to be accepted is that the 
\ people living outside the N orth and East 
l generate a large incom e and on no 
5 account1 should their livelihoods or  their 
j capacity, tb earn be endangered.
\

Post independence
During the last 64 years, the qualita- 

; tive facets o f  hum an life in the N orth 
* and East was badly affected w ith crim e,

terrorism , racial conflicts, and socia l 
class d ivision  am ong Tam ils, w hich  
affected the m inds o f  the Tam ils to take 
to terrorism , separatism , and a racial 
xen oph obic outlook.
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2. Comparison of the Indian 
model for Sri Lanka

India has a population  o f  over one 
b illion  people. The w ealth distribution, 
natural resources and their technical 
capability, is totally different to Sri 
Lanka. India cannot be governed by one 
Parliam ent in Delhi.

The population  o f  N orth Sri Lanka is 
around 1.5% o f  the popu lation  o f  Tam il 
Nadu, and that o f  East Sri Lanka is less 
than one percent. N&E Tam il popula­
tion  together is around 2.28% o f  the pop­
ulation o f  Tam il Nadu.

Can we think of dividing Tamil 
Nadu into states at the rate of 2.28% 
per state, in which case Tamil Nadu 
has to be divided into 44 state admin­
istrations? This is not practical.

India w ill have to be d ivided into sev­
eral hundreds o f  federal states.

The population  o f  Tam ils in Sri 
Lanka is sm all and does not w arrant sep­
arate adm inistrations. W ithout strong 
integration w ith the rest o f  the country 
the N orth is not a viable unit.

A Federal government or 
Provincial Government system for a 
country is germane from the follow­
ing criteria only:
• The ethnic group(s) should be com -

prised w ith large population
• G ross natural resources are d istrib­
uted around the country.
• Revenue accrual in each district /  
prov in ce  /  state is large.
• Industrial concentration  is d istrib­
uted.
• The cou n try  should have its incom e 
adequate to m eet expenditure.
• E xport earn ings should be sufficient 
to accom m odate state allocation.
• People concentrated in  districts 
should not be racia l /  xen oph obic /  re li­
gious fanatics /  practice superstitious 
racia l beliefs.
• A ll citizens should be nationalistic 
and patriotic.

3. The reality of the situation in 
the North of Sri Lanka

Jaffna is not a h ighly fertile  land and 
has no resou rces and has lim ited  water 
supplies. The on ly  products are rice, 
tobacco  farm in g  and fishing. Even this is 
inadequate to feed the Tam ils. Foreign 
exchange earn ings for the country  are 
earned in the South through rubber, tea, 
gems, som e agrarian  products, garm ents 
and now  the large rem ittances from  
w orkers abroad. The foreign  exchange 
incom e from  these activities is what 
helped the people in the N orth  and 
financed  all the activities like health, 
education  and em ploym ent. The trend 
has always been  that w hen a person  from  
the N orth  qualifies in m edicine, engi­
neering or  any other profession  he or  she 
sought em ploym ent in the south o f  Sri 
Lanka, w h ich  has m any m ore opportun i­
ties.

4. Provincial Council System
The curren t P rovincia l C ouncil sys­

tem  im posed  by the Indian crafted 13th 
A m endm ent has no real value. It has not 
accelerated econ om ic developm ent, nor 
has it im proved ethnic relationships, nor 
can it b rin g  about good governance.

Som e Tam il Politicians both  in India 
and in Sri Lanka are prom oting this for 
their ow n agenda.

In real term s the m ain engine o f  
grow th is in the South. The entire free 
education  system  w hich  has enabled 
Tam il professionals and scientists to get 
em ploym ent abroad is financed  by the 
Sri Lankan G overnm ent, w ith  funding 
generated in the South.

The best econ om ic option  for Sri 
Lanka is to have one governm ent in 
C olom bo w ith  all com m unities w orking 
and sharing a com m on objective towards 
a national developm ent w ithout d iscrim i­
nation o f  any group. Each com m unity 
has its strength. The skill is to w ork out 
form ats, and institutions to m ake the

Distribution of Tamil Population

Districts SLTamils Indian
Tamils

Total
Tamils

% of total Tamil 
Population

 ̂ Colombo 231,318 27,336 258,654 8.31%
Gampaha

-p -»v%----------- '——--- 80,071 10,879 90,950 2.92%
\>\i Kalutara 24,362 23,611 47,973 1.54%
!3f1 Kandy 71,640 83,234 154,874 4.97%
'/j(p  Matale 24,756 23,400 48,156 1.55%
y / iviuwareliya 31,867 375,795 407,662 13.09%
 ̂ Galle 15,228 5,641 20,869 0.67%

Matara 8,562 11,984 20,546 0.66%
Hambantota 2,111 136 2,247 0.07%

Jaffna 577,246 499 577,745 18.56%
Mannar 80,568 394 80,962 2.60%

Vavuniya 141,269 1,292 142,561 4.58%
Mullaitivu 79,081 2,182 81,263 2.61%

Ki! i nochi 109,528 1,682 111,210 3.57%
Baticaloa 381,285 1,015 382,300 12.28%

Ampara 112,750 165 112,915 3.63%
Trincomalea 115,549 6,531 122,080 3.92%

Kurunagala 18,763 3,582 22,345 0.72%
Puttalam 47,523 2,503 50,026 1.61%

Anuradhapura 5,065 957 6,022 0.19%
Pollanaruwa 7,356 1,190 8,546 0.27%

Badulla 20,335 149,662 169,997 5.46%
Monaragala 9,783 4,590 14,373 0.46%

Ratnapura 54,658 62,595 117,253 3.77%

Kegalle 20,250 41,468 61,718 1.98%

Total 2,270,924 842,323 3,113,247 100.00%
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best use o f  this energy and m ake all Sri 
Lankans feel that they are a part o f  a 
com m on  enterprise. Th is structure has 
to be stim ulated to enable the Districts, 
the Pradeshiya Sabhas, M unicipalities 
and Village C ouncils to have pow ers to 
develop the areas at the periphery e ffi­
ciently  w ithout excessive expenditure.

5. Importance of Language
Sri Lankans should be encouraged  to 

learn  their m other tongue, English, and 
have an effective com petency in the third 
language. If Sri Lankans can learn  and 
speak Italian, Latvian, Hungarian, 
G erm an, French, Portuguese, Spanish, 
and all those languages around the globe 
w here they have gone for  em ploym ent, as 
students o r  refugees, what stops them  
from  learn ing  Sinhalese or  Tam il as the 
need be in  Sri Lanka?

In Tam il Nadu, m ost Tam ils can 
speak H indi, and they consider it presti­
gious to speak it. M ost Tam il M Ps in 
D elhi do speak H indi. W hy are the Tam il 
M Ps in Sri Lanka so m yop ic and possess 
devastating inh ib ition  w hen it com es to 
learn ing  Sinhalese?

T his originates from  a com plex 
haunting the m ore irrational Tam il 
politicians. A lthough in real term s the 
DNA o f  the Sinhala and Tam il is alm ost 
identical, there are atavistic tendencies

to consider the Sinhalese as Aryans. 
Even the legend o f  the k illing o f  
Dravidians by Vishnu, an Aryan, is cited 
to divide the two com m unities.

6. It is time to work
It is tim e for all to w ork on  a form ula 

to live in Peace, and live fru itful lives in 
the sm all island o f  Sri Lanka. Actually, 
we can never go to the m adness o f  war 
again. We need hard headed and rational 
thinking, w hich  w ill give leadership to 
the Tam il people, w hich  in turn  w ill inte­
grate w ith  all the people in Sri Lanka 
and m ake a collective contribution  for its 
betterm ent. This call goes to all the peo­
ple o f  Sri Lanka. Everyone has to work 
to create the correct clim ate w ith  pru­
dent thoughts, w ords and deeds.

The Tam il politicians should exit 
from  the folly  o f  nam ing their politica l
parties as “ Tam il Ealam L iberation ..... ”
or  “ Federal Party” , but initiate nam ing 
starting w ith “ Sri L anka....” . The Tam il 
politicians should respect the Sri Lankan 
Constitution.

Finally, we have to realize that the 
bulk o f  the people are here to stay. They 
have no other country to go to.

Ref:
http://wivw. statistics.gov. Ik/PopHouS 
at/CPH2011 /  index.php?fileName=pop

42&gp=Activities&tpl=3
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