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Population: Census expert
by Dasun Edirisinghe

' senior census arid statistics official yesterday tion, Muslims 7 per cent, Sri Lankan Tamils 12.7 
disputed a claim being propagated in the per cent and Indian Tamhs 5,5 per cent.

-country that the Muslim population is likely Answering a query, at a seminar held yesterday 
exceed that of the majority community. The Sinhala at the Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research 
population in the country is 74.9 per cent according and Training Institute, Mrs. Bandara said that the 
to the Basic Population Information Report of the Sinhala and Muslim populations had increased at 
Census of Population and Housing 2011. the rate of 1.04 and 1.87 per cent respectively

Director, Population Census and Demography between 1981 and 2012, but it was not a threat to 
Division of the Department of Census and Sinhala people contrary to claims being made in 
Statistics, Indu Bandara said that according to the some quarters to that effect.
2011 census,, the Muslim population was 9.2 per She said it was also false to state that the 
cent and the Sinhala population was 74.9 per cent. Muslim population' was higher than the Sinhala 
Sri Lankan Tamils and Indian Tamils were 11.2 population within the Colombo Municipal Council 
and 4.2 per cent respectively. f area.

The census taken in 1981 showed that the.,:
S in h a le s e  a c c o u n te d  f o r  74 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  p b p u la -  ' ' Continued onjfpasfl?4>
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wonts prosecution 
of Lankan “war criminals” in 
an international court
BY.S VENKAT N ARAYAN  O ur Special Corresponden t

NEW DELHI, March 18: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Jayaram Jayalalithaa on Monday joined the state’s other polit­
ical leaders to demand that India must take a strong stand in 
support of the United States-sponsored resolution on Sri 
Lanka’s human rights record in the 22nd Session of the UN 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC). Continued on < fl
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