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Sensus ancj Statistics Department holds 
Censusancl Statistics Awareness Walk 2014
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The Departm ent of Census and Statistics 
(DCS) together w ith  United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) organised Census 
and Statistics Awareness W alk 2 0 1 4 , recently.

The m ain purpose of the, w a lk  was to create 
awareness about the services provided by 
the DCS to the country and to announce the 
DCS opening of its new office bu ild ing  on 
December 8, 2 0 14  w ith  a re lig ious ceremony.

The w alk  commenced at Campbell Park,
Borella at 10 :00  a.m . and ended a t the new 
DCS office bu ild ing  located at No. 3 0 6 /  71, 
Poldoowa Road, Ba tta ram ulla .

Over 1 ,500  people partic ipa ted in the w a lk  
inc lud ing  the s ta ff from the DCS head office 
in Colombo, the branch officers in d is tric t and 
D ivis ional Secretariats, DCS officers based in 
other m in istries and governm ent ins titu tes  as 
w ell as invitees. The employees of DCS carried 
placards of the im p o rtan t sta tis tica l find ings 
during the w alk  to create awareness amonq 
the pub lic ,.

The departm ent's  m ain mission is to 
provide statistics tha t are accurate, tim e ly  
and re liab le  to the country for it to grow 
and prosper. The DCS has been pub lish ing

ind ica tors, education, agricu ltu re , health , 
w ork and income, industry  sectors as well 
as popu la tion . We also coordinate and set 
standards for s ta tis tics produced by other 
m in is tries  and departm ents on health, 
education and v ita l even ts ."

Gunawardena furtherUhanked President 
M ah inda  Rajapaksa and Treasury Secretary 
and Finance and P lanning M in is try  
Secretary Dr. P.B. Jayasundera for the fu lles t 
corporation they extended to bu ild  the new 
bu ild ing  o f DCS. The s ta ff o f the departm ent 
have shifted to more than 25 d iffe ren t 
locations since its inception in 1 947 as there

sta tistics for nearly 67 years and currently  has 
12 Technical D ivisions w ith  over 1 ,4 00  sta ff.

DCS Director General D.C.A. Gunawardena 
stated, "O ur task  is to collect, com pile, 
analyse ond com m unicate the in fo rm ation  
on a w ide range of subjects inc lud ing 
but not lim ited  to business, economic

was no such dedicated bu ild ing  for the DCS.
He also extended his sincere g ra titude to 

UNFPA representative A la in  S ibenaler and 
a ll the form er employees fo r the ir dedicatio i 
tow ards the DCS and stated th a t the new 
office b u ild ing  of the DCS is a dream come 
true for a ll employees o f the departm ent.

DCS Deputy Director Vasana Jayakody 
h ig h ligh ted , "U n til to date, d iffe ren t d iv is io r 
o f the DCS are in d iffe ren t locations. This 
hinders the opera tiona l e ffic iency o f the DCS 
as a whole. We have had m any practical 
d iff icu ltie s  such as coord ina tion  d ifficu lties 
and in te g ra tio n  d iff icu ltie s  as the s ta ff were 
located in  several offices in and around 
Colombo. Even the people who come to 
receive our service had to go through a lo t o f 
d iff ic u lt ie s ."

The DCS w ill s ta rt fu lly  fledged operations 
from  its new bu ild ing  from  January 1 ,2 0 1 5  
onwards. W ith the re location o f a ll the 
d iv is ions o f the departm ent under one roof, 
the DCS w ill be able to respond to a ll the 
data needs o f its stakeholders qu ick ly  and 
e ffic ie n tly  w ith  better coord ination between 
d iffe ren t d iv isions.


