THE National Spatial Data
Infrastructure (NSDI), a
highly awaited platform
for geo spatial informa-
tion in Sri Lanka, was
ceremonially launched
by the Information
& Communication
Technology Agency of Sri
Lanka (ICTA) recently at
Trace Expert City.

F (0] '35 m e r
Telecommunication,
Digital Infrastructure
and Foreign Employment
Ministry Secretary
Wasantha Deshapriya,
the pioneer in initiating
NSDI in Sri Lanka, graced
the occasion as the Chief
Guest. Other distinguished
invitees, including sen-
ior Government officials,
industry leaders, academia,
NGOs, INGOs, and media
also dignified this launch-
ing ceremony,

The NSDI is a platform
consisting of a website, a
metadata catalogue and
a geo-portal which facili-
tate accessing geospatial
information for decision
makers. While the website
provides the introduction
to the NSDI and its services
and governance structure,
the metadata catalogue
provides the background
details about the geospatial
data. The available geospa-
tial data, which were scat-
tered across many organi-
sations, can be accessed
through this geo-portal in
a single window. At pre-
sent, NSDI comprises with
five use cases for Sri Lanka
Tourism Development
Authority, Department
of Agriculture, Urban
Development Authority,
Disaster Management
Centre and Department of
Archaeology, which dem-
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Surveyor General PM.P.
Udayakantha in his key-
note highlighted the impor-
tance of data interoper-
ability and having updated
information in the system.
He mentioned crowd sourc-
ing as an essential com-
ponent for the successful
establishment of the NSDIL.

Addressing the audience,
Chief Guest Wasantha
Deshaprivz congratulated
everyone involved in bring-
ing NSDI to the current
state and launch. “Being
a public-funded platform,
NSDI could be used to pro-
vide marvellous benefits
to citizens of the country
through sharing data and
information among organi-
sations.”

The development of the
Sri Lanka NSDI is a col-
laborative effort of many
Government organisa-
tions, including the Survey
Department of Sri Lanka,
Disaster Management
Centre, Department of
Agriculture, Department
of Wildlife, Department of
Forest, Coast Conservation
Department, Department
of Census and Statistics,
etc., facilitated by ICTA.
NSDI can be accessed via
https://nsdi.gov.1k.
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