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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CENSUS 
AND STATISTICS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1964-65

I—INTRODUCTION

IF it is true that “ where there is no vision, the people perish ” it is now 
abundantly clear that where there is no foundation of statistical 
knowledge, the tasks of economic planning and development are fraught 
with peril. An economic programme in fact is only as good as its basic 
statistics. The need for more and better statistics in every sector of 
national enterprise is, indeed, the call of the hour.

Since the decision of the Government in 1951 to entrust to the 
Department of Census and Statistics the responsibility of providing the 
statistical data required by the administration the scope and range of 
statistical study and investigation has widened from year to year. This 
tendency in the internal administration has been complemented by a 
marked emphasis in international bodies such as the UN, ECAFE, FAO, 
etc. on the formulation of data on an internationally comparable basis.

The Department of Census and Statistics is the Central Organisation 
for the collection, analysis and dissemination of Statistical data. The 
functions of the Department have been executed through eight 
specialised units in the Head Office, 20 branch offices in other Govern­
ment Departments and 22 Statistical units in each of the district 
Kachcheries. The cadre during the year included a Director, a Deputy 
Director, 2 Assistant Directors, 1 Administrative Assistant, 16 Statisti­
cians, 54 Statistical Officers, 125 Statistical Investigators, 16 Supervisors 
of Census and Group Supervisors, 213 Clerical Officers and 129 other staff.

As I write this report certain structural changes in the Department 
have come into effect. With effect from 1.12.65 the division of the Depart­
ment into eight units which had hitherto been in force has been terminated 
and replaced by 4 standing Committees named as follows : —

(1) The Committee on Demography
(2) The Committee on Trade and Industry
(3) The Committee on Agriculture and Social Services 

' (4) The Committee on National Accounts.

A new Division entitled the “ Sample Survey, Research and Training 
Division ” has also been created.

These changes were intended to introduce concentration of supervision, 
and collaboration cf the Department’s activities with the programmes and 
aspirations of the Governmental machine.

The main activities of the Department can be broadly grouped under 
the following heads : —

(1) Censuses

(2) Surveys

(3) Conferences. Seminars and other meetings
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(4) Training of Statistical personnel
(5) Statistical publications and graphical presentation of Statistical

information
(6) Liason with United Nations Statistical office and supply of data

to international agencies and other bodies
(7) General Statistical work.

Mr. A. R. Ratnavale, C.A.S., assumed duties as Director of Census and 
Statistics on 21.4.65.
Mrs. I. W. Kannangara, Assistant Director was appointed acting Deputy 
Director of Census & Statistics with effect from 4.11.64.
Mr. F. C. V. Wickremaratne, Statistician was appointed acting Assistant 
Director of Census & Statistics with effect from 2.3.1965.
Messrs. L. S. Samaraweera, G. N. de Silva, R. C. Amarasingham, D. F. S. 
Fernando, T. Nadarajah, W. M. L. S. Aponso and Miss T. Shanmugam, all 
Statistical Officers were promoted to the grade of Statistician.
Mr. N. Nadarajah, Statistical Officer was appointed acting Statistician.
Messrs. P. Wadugedera, W. A. Ji Fernando, P. G. Dharmadasa, A. W. 
Wijesinghe, S. B. Dharmadasa, A. P. Jayawardena, Mrs H. E. M. Perera 
and Miss T. S. R. de Silva were appointed to the grade of Statistical Officer. 
Messrs. J. A. Amurthaweera and V. Navaratnam were appointed acting 
Statistical Officers.
Messrs. A. H. Sydeen, G. W. Fernando, A. S. Thenuwara and W. A. D. 
Alwis, all Statistical Investigators were promoted to the grade of 
Statistical Officer.

II—CENSUSES

Census of Population 1963.—Punching and coding of the 1963 Census 
data was continued. Coding of data in respect of 15 districts has been 
already completed.
The machine tabulation of data of Colombo District has been completed.

Census of Housing, 1963.—The editing and coding of Housing Census 
schedules have been completed in respect of all the districts.
The machine tabulation of data of the districts of Colombo, Kalutara, 
Kandy, Matale, Nuwara Eliya, Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Mannar, 
Vavuniya, Trincomalee and Jaffna has been completed. The transfer of 
information to the pro-forma tables has also been completed in respect of 
the above districts.

Census of Agriculture, 1962.—The volume I of the Census Report has 
been published. The volume II which deals mainly with land utilisation 
is now with the Government Printer. Statistical Tables for inclusion in 
Volume III have also been completed and the report is now being prepared.

Census of Industry, 1963.—The work pertaining to the Census of Industry, 
1963, was continued. This Census covers all types of industries using' 
mechanical power with a work force of over five persons. Up to date over 
700 industrial establishments have sent in completed returns and steps 
have been taken to tabulate and analyse the data.
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Census of Distribution, 1964.—Preliminary work connected with the 
Census of Distribution was continued. The primary purpose of the Census 
is to assess the contribution made by the merchandising sector to the 
national economy. It is designed to cover wholesale, retail and service 
establishments. A comprehensive list of establishments which will serve 
as the frame for the Census has been compiled and the questionnaire has 
been finalised.

Census of Proficiency in the Official Language.—The work pertaining to 
the Census of Proficiency in the Official Language was continued. The 
purpose of this Census is to ascertain the degree of proficiency in Sinhala 
among employees in Government and Local Government Services and 
in State Corporations.

I l l —SURVEYS

F.A.O. Coconut Survey 1961-63.—The preparation of tables for the final 
report has been completed and the report is expected to be published in 
1966.

Post Enumeration Census Survey on Rubber.—A Post Enumeration 
Census Survey on rubber was conducted in Kandy District to test the 
accuracy of enumeration of rubber at the Census of Agriculture, 1962.

Milk Survey.—A survey was undertaken to estimate the production of 
milk in the island. Preliminary work in regard to this survey has already 
been completed.

Cyclone Survey.—The Cyclone Survey was conducted in consultation 
with the Director of Social Services and with the co-operation of the dis­
trict Administration. This sample survey was designed to assess the damage 
to life and property caused by the cyclone and tidal wave that afflicted 
this country in December, 1964. It covered the districts of Jaffna, Mannar, 
Vavuniya, Anuradhapura and Trincomalee.

Goods Haulage Survey.—The Goods Haulage Survey was begun during 
the period under review and is being continued. The primary purpose of 
this Sample Survey is to assess the quantum of goods transported by 
lorries and vans classified by main commodity groups and cost per ton 
mile. The data will prove useful for the formulation of national develop­
ment plans relating to transport and will serve the needs of the proposed 
committee on transport to investigate the question of evolving a long term 
transport policy for Ceylon.

Survey of Prices and availability of Commodities.—The above survey 
which was initiated in February, 1965, as an Ad-hoc project has since 
become a continuing survey. The purpose of the survey is to ascertain 
the area differences of average prices of selected commodities and their 
divergence from, the controlled price.

Sample Survey on coverage of Paddy Cultivators by Co-operative 
Societies, 1961-1962.—The report on the sample survey carried out to deter­
mine the coverage of paddy cultivators by co-operative societies and the 
extent of credit benefits derived by them through the co-operative 
organisation has been issued.
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Survey of Coir Industry.—Preliminary work relating to the survey of 
Coir Industry in the Southern Province was begun. The survey is designed 
to ascertain the progress of the Coir Industry since the 1962 survey. The 
survey is carried out at the instance of the Department of Rural 
Development and Small Industries.

Handioom Survey.—Work pertaining to the handloom survey begun in 
September, 1964, was continued. The survey is designed to elicit basic data 
that would form the basis for determining the nature of the steps that 
need be taken to expand the Handloom Industry. The survey will provide 
information relating to the date of establishment, type of establishment, 
number of units, number employed, the number of handlooms and pro­
duction and disposal of textiles. The survey has been undertaken by the 
Small Industries Service Institute. The Department of Census and Statis­
tics assisted in the design of the survey. The Department will also assist 
in the tabulation of the results.

Survey of Small Industrial Units.—The Survey of Small Industrial Units
in the private sector approved by the Department of Rural Development 
and Small Industries up to the end of 1963 which was initiated by the 
Small Industries Institute was concluded and a report was published 
in April, 1965. The Department of Census and Statistics assisted in the 
field investigations and also in the tabulation of the data.

IV—CONFERENCES, SEMINARS,. ETC.

During the period under review two officers of the Department 
participated in conferences and seminars abroad.

Mrs. I. W. Kannangara, Deputy Director, participated in the following 
Conferences and Seminars : —

(i) Working group on Censuses of Population and Housing from
2.12.64 to 8.12.64 in Bangkok, Thailand.

(ii) Sixth Conference of Asian Statisticians from 9.12.64 to 22.12.64 in 
' Bangkok, Thailand.

(iii) Seminar on Sampling Methods in Tokyo, Japan, from 30.8.65 to
11.9.65.

Mr. F. C. V. Wickremaratne, Assistant Director, participated in the 
following Seminars and Study Tours : —

(i) Seminar on 1970 World Agricultural Census from 9.12.64 to 15.12.64
in Bangkok. Thailand.

(ii) Group Fellowship Study Tour on Agricultural Statistics and
National Planning conducted under the auspices of the F. A. O. 
of the U. N. O. in Moscow, Russia, from 1.7.65 to 30.7.65.

V—-STATISTICAL PUBLICATIONS AND GRAPHICAL 
PRESENTATION OF STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Dissemination of statistical information is a major function of the 
department. This function is performed through a series of departmental 
publications. During the year under review the following publications 
were issued : —

(i) Ceylon Year Book, 1963—Sinhala and English editions.
(ii) Ceylon Statistical Abstract, 1964.
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(iii) Census of Agriculture, 1962—Vol. I.
(iv) Projections of the school going population of Ceylon 1961-1981

by T. Nadarajah.
(v) Administration Report of the Director of Census and Statistics

for 1963-64.
(vi) Sample Survey on coverage of paddy cultivators by co-operative

societies, 1961-62.

Graphs showing weekly and monthly price variations of major export 
commodities both in Ceylon and foreign markets were prepared and 
^transmitted to Ceylon embassies abroad.

A number of charts “ bar ”, “ surface ”, “ pictorial ” and “ histograms ” 
were prepared for departmental publications.

VI—TRAINING OF STATISTICAL PERSONNEL

THE scope and range of statistical work undertaken by the department 
has widened considerably over the years. The availability of specialised 

. knowledge is a pre-requisite to the acquisition of quality statistics. In 
order to meet this requirement the department annually provides train­
ing facilities abroad for its technical officers. During the year under review 
five officers were sent for statistical training abroad.

Mr. P. Senarath, Statistical Officer, who left the island on 12.10.64 to 
attend the Group Training course in Statistics conducted from 15.10.64 
to 14.12.64 in Tokyo, Japan, returned to the island on 18.12.64.

Mr. A. A. D. C. Yasasiri, Statistical Officer, left the island on 11.7.65 
on Colombo Plan Scholarship to follow a 11-month course of training in 
Demography at the Regional Demographic training and Research Centre, 
Chembur, Bombay.

Mr D. T. N. de A. Weerasekera, Statistical Investigator, left the island 
on 24.8.65 on a Colombo Plan Fellowship to follow a 9-month course of 
training in statistics at the International Statistical Education Centre, 
Calcutta, India.

Mr. K. Shanmuganathan, Statistical Officer, left the island on 27.6.65 on 
a Colombo Plan Fellowship for a 3-month course of training in I. B. M. 
equipment at the I. B. M. Training Centre, Sydney, Australia.

Mr. E. C. de Silva, Statistical Draughtsman, left the island on 12.9.65 
on a Colombo Plan Fellowship for a 6-month training course in Graphical 
presentation of statistical data at the University of Melbourne, Australia.

Messrs. S. Sivanesan, D. P. Suraweera, A. H. Sydeen and A. S. 
Thenuwara, who left Ceylon on 18th July, 1964 to follow a course of 
training in theoretical and applied statistics at the International Statistical 
Education Centre, Calcutta, returned to the island in April, 1965. Their 
training facilities were arranged under the auspices of the Colombo Plan.
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V I I —-L IA IS O N  W I T H  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  S T A T I S T I C A L  O F F IC E  A N D  
S U P P L Y  O F  D A T A  T O  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A G E N C I E S  A N D  O T H E R

B O D I E S
The Department continued to supply periodically the following data to 

various international agencies:—

(i) Monthly data for U. N. Monthly Bulletin of statistics.
(ii) Monthly data to ECAFE for the Economic Bulletin of Asia and

the Far East.
(iii) Annual data for U. N. Statistical Year Book.
(iv) Annual data for U. N. Demographic Year Book.
(v) Annual data to ECAFE for Economic Survey of Asia and the Far

East.
(vi) Annual data for F. A. O. Production Year Book.

(vii) Annual data for Europa Publication.
(viii) Monthly data for F. A. 0.< Cocoa Study Group.
(ix) Annual data relating to Mass Media Facilities to UNESCO.
(x) Annual data for the International year book and Statesman’s

Who’s Who.
(xi) Annual information regarding Sample Surveys to Editor,

UNESCO Research Centre, Delhi, India.
(xii) Annual data for Moody’s Municipal and Government Manual,

New York, U. S. A.
(xiii) Annual data relating to National Accounts to U. N. Statistical

Office.
(xiv) Annual data for Statesman’s Year Book.
(xv) Annual data for Whitakers’ Almanac.

(xvi) Monthly data for monthly questionnaire on Agricultural Statistics
to U. N.

(xvii) Annual data for the Year Book of Labour Statistics to I. L. O.
(xviii) Quarterly and Annual Statistics of narcotic drugs to Permanent

Central Opium Board, Geneva.
(xix) Monthly Statistics showing Ceylon’s Trade to “ Advantage ” 

London.
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VIII—GENERAL STATISTICAL WORK 
P o p u la t io n

The work pertaining to the estimation of population from Food Control­
ler’s lists was concluded. Vital Statistics Report of the Registrar General 
for 1962 was completed and the work in respect of the 1963 report was 
begun. The progress of work in connection with the Census of Population 
and Housing, 1963, is described under the Section on Censuses.
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Immigration and Emigration

Statistics on Immigration and Emigration collected and maintained by the 
Department can be broadly grouped under the following heads:—

(1) Arrivals and Departures.
(2) Repatriates.
(3) Permits and travel documents.
(4) Revenue.
(5) Illicit Immigration.
(6) Unlawful Residence.

Agriculture

Statistical information relating to extents asweddumized, sown, and har­
vested for the cultivation seasons Maha 1964-65 and Yala 1965 was collected. 
The drought during the earlier stages followed by a Cyclone adversely 
affected the paddy crop in many parts of the Island for Maha 1964-65, 
which was one of the worst affected in recent years. The areas affected 
were Jaffna, Vavuniya and Mannar districts in the Northern Province, 
Anuradhapura district in the North Central Province, and Hambantota 
district in the Southern Province.

The estimated extent sown for the cultivation season Maha 1964-65 was 
974,823 acres. The extent harvested was estimated at 777,366 acres and the 
estimated total production amounted to 22.6 million bushels.

Crop Cutting experiments which form the basis for estimating the 
average yield per acre and the total production of paddy at District and All- 
Island level were conducted during the seasons Maha 1964-65 and Yala 
1965.

Other agricultural statistics collected included data relating to highland 
crops, livestock, guaranteed price scheme, fertilizer subsidy scheme, deve­
lopment of minor irrigation, credit to paddy farmers, crop insurance and 
statistics relating to the computation of average cost of production of tea, 
rubber and coconut and the measures of precision and the preparation of 
the food balance sheet.

The Department continued to provide Statistical advice to the Research 
Officers of the Department of Agriculture in carrying out field trials. 
Besides, foreign experts and lecturers of the University of Ceylon were 
given assistance in the design, analysis and interpretation of results of 
field trials.

The Department undertook the preparation of a Bulletin of Agricultural 
Statistics under the direction of Dr. P. C. Bansil of the F. A. O. The sections 
on tea, rubber and paddy have already been completed.

Forestry

The Department assisted the Research Division of the Forest Department 
in experiments which involved the use of Statistical methods. The work 
covered can be divided into three broad groups.

(1) Design and analysis of silvicultural experiments.
(2) Timber utilisation research.



(3) Compilation of Statistics relating to—
(a) The volume of production of timber,
(b) Timber sales by volume and value.

R 26 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1964-65 [Part I

Fisheries

The Department assisted the Research Division of the Department of 
Fisheries in Statistical aspects of the various research projects undertaken.

A study was made of the condition of the fishable fresh water bodies in 
the North Central Province as evinced by the co-efficients of health calcu­
lated from the length, weight measurements of several samples of the 
species of Tilapia Mosambika found in the water bodies. Similar measure­
ments from the sam.e species that breed in Beira Lake were also worked on 
to study the condition of this Lake.

Another piece of analytical work was the treatment of the data contained 
in the fishing reports of the F A O Master Fisherman during his fishing 
trials in the coastal waters of the Island during the last two and a half 
years, to determine the efficiency of the different gear used, the catch per 
unit effort of the different places at differtnt times.

Two Statistical papers entitled “ A preliminary analysis of the Fresh 
Water Fish landings and allied factors ” and “ the methods of sharing 
profits in the Fishery Industry ” were prepared.

Industries

In the field of Industrial statistics the Department handled a considerable 
volume of work relating to the collection, tabulation and analysis of Statis­
tical information on Industrial production and allied subjects.

Statistical data on production, sales, raw materials, and employment 
obtained quarterly from all manufacturing establishments both public and 
private that come under the perview of the Development Division of the 
Ministry of Industries and Fisheries were compiled and tabulated.

The publication entitled “ Span of Industrial Production, 1963 ” issued by 
the Development Division of the Ministry of Industries and Fisheries con­
taining information on import duty, quantity and value of imports, pro­
duction and future production was completed. The publication for 1964 was 
under preparation.

Provisional Index Numbers of Industrial Production for 1964 on value 
added basis with 1952-56 as the base were completed.

A study on silicate industries covering the following items of Industrial 
Products was concluded : —

(a) Glass Bottles
(b) Cement
(c) Ceramic Ware—Domestic Crockery.

The Department was also responsible for collecting and collating infor­
mation relating to a survey on the Glass Industry.



Civil] CENSUS AND STATISTICS R 27

The work covered in the field of small industries is as follows : —

(a) Preparation of a Monthly statement covering all Small Industrial
units sponsored by the Department of Rural Development and 
Small Industries giving the date of opening and closure and 
names of the units.

(b) Preparation of bi-annual reports giving detail statistics pertaining
to all cottage industrial units sponsored by the Department of 
Rural Development and Small Industries.

\

(c) Preparation of an annual statement showing detail statistics
relating to all textile and other Industrial units in the Island.

(d) Obtaining bi-annual progress reports from all small-scale indus­
trial units for studying the progress made in the small-scale 
sector.

In addition, the Department collected numerous other Statistical data 
arising as a by-product of the day to day administration of the Department 
of Rural Development and Small Industries.

Commerce

A detailed record of country and commodity-wise annual trade statistics 
for 1964 and monthly and quarterly trade statistics by commodities for the 
period October,1964 to May, 1965, was compiled. Monthly figures were com­
piled in respect of selected countries in East European, Middle Eastern and 
East Asian regions with which Ceylon has bi-lateral trade agreements. Sta­
tistical Tables and trade reviews showing the composition and direction of 
trade and commodity price trends were prepared on a weekly and monthly 
basis.

Statistical tables and articles reviewing Ceylon’s foreign trade were pre­
pared monthly for inclusion in the Ceylon Trade Journal.

Monthly, quarterly and annual trade figures by monetary areas were sent 
to the Sterling Area Statistical Committee and Ceylon’s Trade 
Commissioner in U. K.

Prices of all active shares in the market were collected and monthly 
tables showing the range of share price fluctuations were prepared.

Graphs showing weekly and monthly price variations of principal 
export commodities in both local and foreign markets were prepared and 
sent to Ceylon embassies abroad.

The revision of the classification of customs tariff according to the 
revised standard international trade classification of the U. N. was 
completed.

Special country and commodity studies were also made. Tables giving, 
statistics on the composition and direction of trade with China, Burma, 
Thailand, Japan and India were furnished to the Minister of Commerce 
and. the Director of Commerce for trade talks with these countries.

Detailed figures of Ceylon’s trade with Commonwealth and non- 
Commonwealth countries and with countries in the E. E. C. region were 
prepared for the Commonwealth Trade Conference and the Kennedy 
round of Tariff talks. A report on Ceylon’s trade with West Germany for 
the period 1955 to 1964 was prepared for use at the Berlin Trade Fair, 1965.



Monthly and yearly Indices of volume and price on Import and Export 
commodities were computed using 1948 as the base year.
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Import and Export Control

Statistics on Export and Import Control collected by the Department 
are a by-product of the administration of the Department of Import and 
Export Control. Regular comprehensive statements are obtained from 
18 units in the “ Trade Section ” and 5 units in the “ Industrial Section ” 
of the Department of Import and Export Control.

The Department also made inquiries and reported on the trade quotas 
issued to firms dealing in engineering goods, fertilizers, insecticides, 
weedicides, tractors, etc. In addition estimates of Foreign Exchange 
requirements for major food items, textiles, tyres and vehicles and the 
requirements of the C. W. E. for 1966 were made.

Company Statistics

Statistics pertaining to nominal, issued and paid up Capital of 
Companies, Companies dissolved during the year, applications to the 
Director of Commerce for extension of the period for tabling accounts, 
etc., were collected and tables prepared. Statistics relating to public and 
private Companies registered during the year, their nominal capital and 
the number of Companies dissolved during the year were also collected.

P r ic e s
The Colombo Consumers’ Price Index which forms the basis of payment 

of special living allowances for increases in the Cost of Living of workers 
in trades covered by the Wages Boards Ordinance was computed as in 
the previous year. The monthly average Index for the Financial Year 
1964-65 was 112.6 as compared with 111.5 for 1963-64. This increase of 1.1 
was mainly due to the increase in price of items in the Food and Textile 
Groups.

Work pertaining to the proposed All-Island Index Number of 
Consumers’ Prices was continued. Tabulation of prices obtained from 
selected towns in the four zones of Ceylon were computed up to the end 
of August, 1965, using June 1960-May 1961 — 100 as the base. All-Island 
Index Numbers for working class and Middle Income Groups, were 
computed up to the end of December, 1964. Preliminary steps were taken 
during the last quarter of the year under review to compute Consumer 
Price Indices for District Towns.

The annual average prices of food and curry stuffs, tobacco, alcoholic 
beverages, forage, medicines, motor spares, and tyres and tubes were 
compiled. Prices of major export commodities were obtained from the 
Colombo Brokers’ Association, L. C. P. A., Chamber of Commerce and 
other selected establishments and monthly average prices were compiled. 
Prices of Locally Grown Produce collected from producing and 
distributing centres were tabulated.

An interim report on the revision of the Cost of Living Index prepared 
by the special committee appointed to revise the Cost of Living Index 
was submitted to the Hon. Minister of Finance on 9th March, 1965.
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Quarterly Indices of Share Prices were computed in respect of both 
Rupee and Sterling Companies handling tea, rubber, and tea-cum rubber. 
The necessary price data for these indices were as usual obtained from 
the share lists of the Colombo Brokers’ Association for Rupee Companies 
and the Stock Exchange Daily Official List for Sterling Companies.

National Income

Estimates of gross national product and expenditure together with 
relevant subsidiary tables were prepared for the year 1964. A comparable 
series of revised National Accounts estimates is now available for the 
entire period 1956-64. The estimates for 1964 were embodied in the 
following standard tables and published in the Statistical Abstract of 
Ceylon:—

(1) Gross national product at current factor cost prices.
(2) Gross national product at current market prices.
(3) Expenditure on gross national product at current prices.
(4) Gross domestic capital formation at current market prices.

The gross national product at current factor cost prices for the year 1964 
was Rs. 6,911.2 million. This represents an increase of 6.4 per cent over 
the previous year’s figure of Rs. 6,493.2 million. Allowing for an estimated 
rate of increase of population of 2.4 per cent during the year, gross 
national product per capita has risen significantly by 4.0 per cent. In 
real terms (i.e., at constant prices), the per capita increase in 1964 was 3.0 
per cent. The growth of national income in 1964 is attributable to 
increased production in both the domestic and export sectors of the 
economy.

Public Finance and Banking

Statistical data on Public Finance and Banking were obtained from 
the General Treasury, Central Bank and the Department of Inland 
Revenue. This information was analysed and the following tables were 
prepared: —

(i) Medium and long-term borrowings.
(ii) Capital expenditure of the Central Government.

(iii) Receipt and payments of the Government of Ceylon.
(iv) Composition of Public Debt.
(v) Money Supply.

(vi) Changes in the sources of Money Supply.
(vii) Assets and liabilities of Commercial Banks.

(viii) Money rates.
(ix) Reserve position of Commercial Banks.
(x) Balance of Payments.

(xi) Gross and Taxable Income.
(xii) Distribution of Income liable to Income Tax.

(xiii) Number and value of estates ori which estate duty has been paid.



The following Statistical information on savings was collected and 
published in the Statistical Abstract: —

(i) Savings deposits and time deposits in Commercial Banks.
(ii) Savings Certificates.

(iii) Post Office Savings.
Since the take over of insurance business by the State Corporation the 

department has experienced great difficulty in collecting necessary 
information on Insurance. Although the State Insurance Corporation 
furnished data promptly and regularly private insurance companies 
continued to default. Preliminary arrangements were, therefore, made 
during the year to transfer the subject of insurance to the Statistics 
Branch of the Commerce Department, since under the Control of 
Insurance Act, insurance companies are obliged to send regular returns 
to that Department.
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Labour
Labour Statistics compiled by the Department are a by-product of the 

day to day administration of the Department of Labour. Statistics of 
employment in 26 trades covered by Part II of the Wages Boards 
Ordinance were collected and prepared according to districts. These 
statistics which relate to the position as at 30th June, 1965, were 
classified under Ceylonese and non-Ceylonese.

Statistics of hours actually worked and average earnings for the months 
of September, 1964 and March, 1965, were collected from a representative 
sample of estates and establishments selected from 15 trades covered by 
Part II of the Wages Boards Ordinance. Similar information for 
September, 1964 and March, 1965, was obtained in respect of 7 industries-

The Department also collected statistics on inspections under Wages 
Boards Ordinance and the Shop and Office Employees Act.

Monthly Bulletins showing the arrivals and departures of Indian 
Estate Labour were prepared from the information furnished by the 
Controller of Immigration and Emigration.

Statistics relating to Housing facilities, employment welfare, etc., were 
collected from all estates in the Island employing Indian Labour. These 
statistics relate to the position as at the end of December, 1964.

General Wage rate indices and general Index Numbers of earnings 
with 1962 as the base year for workers in the following trades were 
computed : —

(i) Agricultural trades: Tea growing and manufacturing.
(ii) Trades other thari agriculture: Coconut manufacturing. Engi­

neering, Printing, Match manufacturing, Motor transport. Dock, 
Harbour and Port transport, Tea Export, Rubber Export, 
Cinemas, Building and Baking trades.

(iii) Agritulture and trades other than agriculture combined.

Transport
Railway statistics collected by the Department fall into two main 

categories, viz., operating statistics and revenue statistics. Under 
operating statistics data relating to records of engines, train and vehicle 
mileage, engine hours and ton miles and passenger miles operated are
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collected and analysed monthly. Under the category of Revenue 
Statistics, data on passenger and goods traffic are compiled monthly.

Motor transport statistics collected by the Department covered the 
following: —

(a) Motor vehicles registered each month classified by—
(i) Country of origin, make and class,

(ii) Fuel used.

(b) Total number of motor vehicles on the registers as at the end of
each quarter classified by country of origin, make and class.

H e a lt h
Routine statistical data compiled by the Department relate to Medical 

Institutions, Maternity, Public Health, Filariasis, Communicable diseases, 
Tuberculosis and B. C. G.

The Department also analysed Medical and Clinical experiments 
conducted by Medical research workers and Medical Specialists.. A 
B. C. G. assessment study was made of the children born at the De Soyza 
Maternity Home and Castle Street Hospital to assess the amount of pro­
tection given by B. C. G. A sample study of Dengue Fever to determine 
the attack rates and other factors was done in the Colombo Municipal 
area. The results of the Survey conducted by the Association for the 
prevention of blindness were also analysed.

Three statistical papers entitled “ Ten leading causes of death in 
Ceylon ”, “ Spotlight on overcrowded Hospitals and those with vacant 
beds” and “ Cancer in Ceylon” were prepared.

E d u c a t io n
The school census covering all schools in the Island including private 

schools was conducted on 30th September, 1965. The Census day was set 
apart to fill in the Annual Return and the Supplementary questionnaires 
which continue to be the main source of Statistical data on Education. 
This year the scope of the questionnaires was widened to obtain Language 
and subject competency of teachers, information on grade repeating and 
drop outs at each grade, grade—race classification of pupils, etc.

Prisons
Prison statistics maintained by the Department relate to staff in 

various prison institutions, convicted and un-convicted prisoners, admis­
sions to hospitals, value of prison labour services, prison offences and 
punishments, escapees and lock-ups and daily average admissions and 
daily average strength of prisoners.

Local Government and Social Welfare

Statistical data relating to population, area, wards, registered voters, 
revenue and expenditure, educational, medical, sanitary and other 
services were collected from all Local Government Institutions.



Cither statistics collected included data on un-employment relief, 
distress' re^ef, pensions, gratuities and charitable allowances, etc.

Statistics? of' new buildings completed obtained from M. CC., U. CC., 
T. CC. and E>. R. 0 0 . and Government Departments were tabulated.

Machines
© The Machine Section processed data on a number of Censuses and 

Surveys conducted by the Department, other Government Departments 
and Institutions. The I. B. M. processing machines installed last year 
were put into full use.
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Library
The Department has a well stocked library of books on economics, 

statistics and allied subjects. There is a considerable annual inflow 6t 
b >oks, periodicals, magazines, and other documents from International 
-Agencies and Statistical Institutions of foreign countries. ,

A c k n o w le d g m e n t
t

I wish to record my thanks to all officers of the Department, Govern­
ment Agents, Heads of Departments and Corporations, other Public 
Institutions and members of the General Public for their assistance and 
co-operation in carrying out the work of the Department.

A. R. RATNAVALL, 
Director of Census and Statistics.

Department of Census and Statistics, 
P. O. Box 563,

Colombo 7, April 15, 1966.
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DEPARTMENT OF CENSUS & STATISTICS
LIBRARY

Class No : $ 5 )' 0 9 Acc No : .......!.9.9..?.9.

This book must be returned on or before the date due, 
Extension of the loan period will be at the Librarian's discretion.

Because of its obligations the department must reserve the 
right to call this book at any time in case pf unusually urgent need. 
Please treat books with care and protect them from rain, -humidity, 
chemicals and pets.




