National inflation
Increases to
2.9% in March

Sr1 Lanka’'s countrywide inflation
measured by the year-on-year change
in the National Consumer Price Index
(NCPI) rose to 2.9 percent in March
from 2.4 percent in February, maimnly
due to the low base that prevailed i the
corresponding month of the previous year.

The year-on-year tood and non-food
inflation recorded -2.3 percent and 7.1
percent respectively.

The change in the NCPI measured
on an annual average basis remaincd
unchanged at 1.7 percent in March 2019

When monthly change 1s considered,
the NCPI dechined by 0.2 percent in
March 2019 with the decercase observed
In the prices of the 1items 1n the tood
category, particularly that of rice. coconut

and vegetables.
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