/‘ Inflation up in April

Headline inflation as measured by
the year-on-year change in the Nation-
al Consumer Price Index (NCFI,
2013=100)1 increased to 3.6 per cent in
April 2019 from 2.9 per cent in March
2019 due to the monthly increases of
prices of items in both Food and Non-
food categories. Meanwhile, in April
2019, year-on-year Food inflation was
-1.2 per cent while Non-food inflation
continued its increasing trend for the
fourth consecutive month recording a
7.5 per cent in the current month,

The change in the NCPI measured
on an annual average basis increased
to 1.9 per cent in April 2019 from 1.7
per cent in March 2019.

When the monthly change is con-
sidered, the NCPI increased by 0.7 per
cent in April 2019 with the increases
observed in the prices of the items in
Food and Non-Food categories. With-
in the food category, prices of vegeta-
bles, milk powder, potatoes, fresh
fish, limes and big onions recorded
notable increases. Consequently,
within the Non-Food category, prices
of the items in Alcoholic Beverages
and Tobacco; Transport; Miscellane-
ous Goods and Services; Health; and
Clothing and Footwear sub-categories
increased during the month.

Core inflation, which reflects the
underlying inflation in the economy,
increased to 6.3 per cent in April 2019
compared to 5.8 per cent in March
2019 on year-om-year basis, due to
increases in prices of items in the
Food category, mainly in milk powder,
and the Non-food category particu-
larly in Alcoholic Beverages and
Tobacco; and Miscellaneous Goods
and Services sub-categories. Annual
average NCPl Core inflation also
increased to 3.7 per cent in April 2019
from 3.3 per cent in March 2019,

The MNational Consumer Price
Index (NCPI, 2013 = 100) is compiled
by the Department of Census and 5ta-
tistics.
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Headline Inflation

Year-on-year inflation : 3.6%

Annual Average inflation : 1.9%

Monthly Change : 0.7%

Core Inflation

Year-on-year inflation : 6.3%

Annual Average inflation : 3.7%

Monthly Change : 0.6%
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Movements of the NCPI
Base: 2013 =100
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g ind | wcPl | | wew 13 _T NCPY NCPE |
T | wen | (e | M| fcore) NCP! | el
2007 | May 1218 | 123.0 | 0.7 0.4 71 | a7 6.1 6.4
Jun 1234 | 1231 | 13 0.1 6.3 | 4.1 6.1 6.1
luby 1224 | 1229 | 08 0.2 6.3 4.2 6.2 5.9
August 1223 | 1230 -0.1 0.1 1.9 4.8 6.5 5.8
September| 1233 | 1231 | 08 0.1 8.6 46 6.8 5.7
October | 1248 | 123.1 + 1.3 0.0 8.8 4.1 7.1 5.6
Moember| 1264 | 123.8 13 0.5 8.4 28 7.5 5.2
| Decomber | 1266 | 1238 | 02 0.0 7.3 2.7 7.7 49
{2048 | january | 1258 | 1239 0.6 0.1 sa4 | 21 76 a5
February| 1237 | 1244 -1.7 0.4 - 2.0 7.2 4.1
| March 1228 | 1246 07 0.2 2.8 1.9 6.7 3.6
April 1229 | 1248 0.1 0.2 1.6 19 6.1 3.3
May 1243 | 1281 11 0.2 1.1 L7 5.7 31
June 1265 | 1253 18| 02 2s | 18 | s5| i
Juby 1266 | 1257 041 0.3 4 | 23 5.1 2.7
| | August 1254 | 1263 09 05 5. ] (R Er S IS 25
scwmber| 1244 | 1269| 08| oS o8 | 31 | eo 24
| October | 1249 | 1273 0.4 03 0.1 34 | 33 14
Movember | 127.7 | 1276 2.2 0.2 1.0 3.1 2.7 2.4
| Detpnber | 127.1 1276 0,5 0.0 0.4 11 21 24
3g1g | January 1ir.a 130.2 0.2 2.0 13 51 | 13 217
| February | 1267 1313 0.5 08 284 | 55 |, S « 30
| March 126.4 1318 0.2 04 29 | 5.0 1.7 33
| Apil 1273 1326 . 0.7 0.6 315 6.3 19 37




