Sri Lanka revie

ws health

sectorresponse to
Easter Sunday events

THE Government of srl
Lanka conducted g Fiviaw
of the country's health
SHCLOF response to (he
Easter Sunday events of
April 2ma,

The devastating Easter
Sunday explosions in §pf
Lanka left over 250 dend
and 5 wounded in Sev-
eral locations acrass the
country. Im the imme.
diate aftermath of the
explosions, an ENOrMaGng
responsibility was placed
on the country's health
fgctor to care for the
injured, the survivars HE
well as the dead,

This review losked
inte the actlon taken to
espond to the Easter
Sunday emergency as a
means of learning hast
practices, identify E&pS
atud lessons learnt.

World Health
Organisation (WH )
BNCOUrages memhber

states [0 review (hoip

BMOTEENCY response after
any incident to facilitate
enhanced operational
readiness in the futures
WHOD Representative
o 3ri Lanka Dr. Razia
Pendse conveyed her
dppreciation to the coun-
iry's health sector for
their timely and efficient
response to the tragedy
She relterated the need o
review the actions taken
to identify best practices,
leszons learned and Areas

for further strengthen-
ing the preparedness and
Téspanse capacities for
management of similar
incidents in the future,
The revjew included
detailad discossions on
actions taken and las
sons learned for patient
transportation: hospi-
tal response: madieo-
legal and mental hoalth
aspects,

Some of the key ree-
emmendations of fhe
review were the need to
conduct emergency/ dis-
Asler Tesponse simula-
tions more frequently
in health institutions:
display disaster marngea-
ment plans in hospitals:
improve facilities and
tuipment fo strengthen
Acclient and Emergency
Departments: implemant
better crowd TAnagement
methods and improved
co-ordination across
MEspanze teams,




